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What Is the Copyright Royalty Board?

Copyright Royalty Board

The U.S. Copyright Royalty Board (CRB) is a three-judge panel that functions as an independent unit within the
Library of Congress. It performs the duties specified in the Copyright Royalty and Distribution Reform Act. The Act
established statutory licenses that let approved parties utilize certain types of copyrighted works by paying a set
royalty, without having to request an individual copyright license from each rights-holder. The CRB sets, and
periodically adjusts, the rates and terms of the statutory licenses, and can also make determinations on the
distribution of statutory license royalties collected by the U.S. Copyright Office. For example, the judges can
determine, for a five-year period, the rates musical performers receive when their works are played via digital
services. When licensors and licensees cannot reach rate agreements on their own, the CRB hears testimony from
the various parties and then sets the rates. CRB Judges serve six-year terms. The first CRB judges were appointed
by the Librarian of Congress in 2006.

Visit Winston & Strawn’s Media & Entertainment Practice to explore our experience with the CRB.
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