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As chief diversity & inclusion o�cer, Sylvia develops and implements an
integrated, metrics-driven diversity and inclusion strategy to enhance the
�rm’s diversity and inclusion programs, performance, and pro�le. 

Sylvia collaborates with key stakeholders to develop and implement the firm’s diversity and inclusion strategy and

initiatives; works with the talent management team to enhance the hiring, advancement, retention, and promotion of

diverse lawyers; serves as a liaison to clients and external organizations dedicated to fostering diversity in the legal

profession; conducts diversity training; and advises on internal and external diversity-related communications.

Prior to joining Winston, Sylvia served as the diversity lead for a national law firm. In addition, she practiced law as a

labor and employment attorney for over a decade. 
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Activities
Sylvia is a member of the Association of Law Firm Diversity Professionals (ALFDP) and currently serves as the co-

chair for the Training and Development Committee. She is also a member of the Advisory Board for the Institute

for Inclusion in the Legal Profession (IILP), and a former commissioner on the American Bar Association’s

Diversity and Inclusion 360 Commission.  

Credentials

EDUCATION

Sylvia received a J.D. from Duke University School of Law and a B.A. in Political Science from Vassar College. 

Related Insights & News

Sylvia has authored several articles on diversity and is a frequent speaker on diversity and inclusion issues at legal

conferences. 

NEWS

Sylvia James Elected to the NALP Board of Directors as VP for DEI

MARCH 26, 2024

BLOG

Winston’s Women Partners Hone Their Business Development Skills With Sara Holtz and Joan Fife

FEBRUARY 22, 2024

BLOG

Winston Honors the Legacy of Martin Luther King Jr. By Supporting Our Communities

JANUARY 15, 2024

NEWS

Winston Partners With Diversity Lab To Strengthen Inclusion for Lawyers With Disabilities

DECEMBER 5, 2023

RECOGNITIONS

Winston Earns Perfect Score for ��th Consecutive Year on Corporate Equality Index

NOVEMBER 30, 2023

RECOGNITIONS

Winston Earns Diversity Lab’s Mans�eld Certi�cation Plus for Sixth Consecutive Year

https://www.winston.com/en/insights-news/sylvia-james-elected-to-the-nalp-board-of-directors-as-vp-for-dei
https://www.winston.com/en/blogs-and-podcasts/life-at-winston/winstons-women-partners-hone-their-business-development-skills-with-sara-holtz-and-joan-fife
https://www.winston.com/en/blogs-and-podcasts/life-at-winston/winston-honors-the-legacy-of-martin-luther-king-jr-by-supporting-our-communities
https://www.winston.com/en/insights-news/winston-partners-with-diversity-lab-to-strengthen-inclusion-for-lawyers-with-disabilities
https://www.winston.com/en/insights-news/winston-earns-perfect-score-for-15th-consecutive-year-on-corporate-equality-index
https://www.winston.com/en/insights-news/winston-earns-diversity-labs-mansfield-certification-plus-for-sixth-consecutive-year
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OCTOBER 10, 2023

IN THE MEDIA

Sylvia James Discusses Winston & Strawn Law School Experience with Law���

JUNE 1, 2023

RECOGNITIONS

Winston Ranked as a ���� Best Law Firm for Women and Diversity

JUNE 1, 2023

BLOG

Winston’s Fourth Class of Protégés Graduates from D&I Associate Sponsorship Program

MAY 25, 2023

RECOGNITIONS

Winston Earns MCCA Approved ���� Gold Seal for Commitment to Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion

APRIL 3, 2023

RECOGNITIONS

Winston & Strawn Named Among Lawyers of Color’s ���� Aspire Diversity Award Winners

FEBRUARY 20, 2023

BLOG

Winston Convenes First In-Person Diverse Lawyers Retreat Since the Onset of Covid-��

OCTOBER 24, 2022

https://www.winston.com/en/insights-news/sylvia-james-discusses-winston-and-strawn-law-school-experience-with-law360
https://www.winston.com/en/insights-news/winston-ranked-as-a-2023-best-law-firm-for-women-and-diversity
https://www.winston.com/en/blogs-and-podcasts/life-at-winston/winstons-fourth-class-of-proteges-graduates-from-dandi-associate-sponsorship-program
https://www.winston.com/en/insights-news/winston-earns-mcca-approved-2023-gold-seal-diversity-equity-inclusion
https://www.winston.com/en/insights-news/winston-and-strawn-named-among-lawyers-of-colors-2023-aspire-diversity-award-winners
https://www.winston.com/en/blogs-and-podcasts/life-at-winston/winston-convenes-first-in-person-diverse-lawyers-retreat-since-the-onset-of-covid-19

