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OCR Highlights Hybrid Entity Obligations in ����,���
HIPAA Settlement

DECEMBER 23, 2016

The University of Massachusetts Amherst (UMass) recently settled with the Office for Civil Rights (OCR) for

$650,000 to address allegations that UMass violated the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA)

following a 2013 breach at its Center for Language, Speech, and Hearing (Center). UMass is a hybrid entity for HIPAA

purposes, as it is a single legal entity that is a “covered entity” but also has business components that do not

undertake “covered functions” subject to HIPAA requirements. In relevant part, OCR’s investigation revealed that

UMass had not accurately designated its business components as covered or non-covered. Namely, UMass failed to

recognize the Center as a covered component, and, as a result, had not implemented required policies and

procedures specific to the Center’s treatment of protected health information.

In addition to the monetary settlement, UMass agreed to a Corrective Action Plan. Among other items, UMass is

subject to two years of OCR monitoring and is required to implement HIPAA policies and procedures and training for

the Center’s workforce.

TIP: This settlement serves as a reminder that a hybrid entity is required under HIPAA to accurately designate

its covered and non-covered components and address each component’s HIPAA obligations accordingly. 

1 Min Read

Author
Alessandra Swanson

Related Locations

Chicago

Related Topics

https://www.winston.com/
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/umass_ra_cap.pdf
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/swanson-alessandra-v
https://www.winston.com/en/locations/chicago
https://www.winston.com/en/blogs-and-podcasts/privacy-law-corner?ta=1010527


© 2025 Winston & Strawn LLP.

2

Health Care Privacy

Related Capabilities

Privacy & Data Security Health Care

Related Regions

North America

Related Professionals

Alessandra Swanson

This entry has been created for information and planning purposes. It is not intended to be, nor should

it be substituted for, legal advice, which turns on specific facts.
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