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9th Circuit Affirms EPA’s Discretion to Uphold Nevada’s
State Implementation Plan

JULY 28, 2014

On July 17  a three judge panel on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit in WildEarth Guardians v. EPA

ruled that environmental groups did not have standing to challenge EPA’s approval of Nevada’s regional haze state

implementation plan (SIP) for the Jarbridge Wilderness Area. The court also upheld EPA’s approval of Nevada’s SIP,

which imposed SO2 limits for the Reid Gardner Generating Station. Rejecting environmentalists’ challenge to the

SIPs as too weak, this ruling has bolstered EPA’s discretion to approve and disapprove regional haze SIPs. Following

the decisions of the 8  and 10  Circuits regarding the Oklahoma and Nevada regional haze SIPs, the 9  Circuit is

the third circuit court to defer to the EPA on the issue of regional haze requirements.
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This entry has been created for information and planning purposes. It is not intended to be, nor should

it be substituted for, legal advice, which turns on specific facts.
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