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are the author’s opinions only.

Spring is in the air, and congressional hearing season is here. Although it seems likely that hopeful appeals for the

return of ‘‘regular order’’ in which appropriations bills make their way up from committee into law ‘‘the way they are

supposed to’’ will again founder upon the rocks and shoals of a sharply divided Congress, key maritime committees

are nevertheless making their way forward with hearings on important maritime issues and budgets for

maritime agencies.
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