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BLOG

Texas Becomes the Latest State to Consider Legislation
Limiting the Amount of Personal Injury Plaintiffs’ Recovery

JUNE 4, 2025

Last month, the Texas Senate passed Senate Bill 30, joining a growing group of state legislatures seeking to limit

plaintiffs’ tort recovery. According to the bill’s proponents, the legislation is intended to limit so-called “nuclear

verdicts,”  generally understood to refer to verdicts in excess of $10 million. S.B. 30 collapses many types of

noneconomic damages into just two groups: “mental or emotional pain or anguish” and “physical pain and

suffering.”  Critics of the bill are concerned that plaintiffs will no longer be able to recover for certain harms that do

not clearly fit within the definitions of these two categories—for example, if their “mental or emotional pain or

anguish” does not meet the proposed legislation’s requirement of “caus[ing] a substantial disruption in [the

plaintiff’s] life.”  The bill now awaits approval by the Texas House of Representatives.

Texas, through S.B. 30, follows a trend of states seeking to limit exorbitant damages in tort cases. For example, West

Virginia  and Iowa now restrict noneconomic damage awards to $5 million in most personal injury cases

involving commercial motor vehicles. Other states have limited economic damages. In 2023, Florida enacted H.B.

837, which limits plaintiffs’ evidence of past medical expenses to what was actually paid, not what was billed.

Georgia’s recently enacted legislation, S.B. 68, limits special damages for medical expenses to “the reasonable value

of medically necessary care, treatment, or services”; for those with health insurance, this amount is to be calculated

based on evidence of both the amount charged and the amount “actually necessary to satisfy such charges.”

States differ in their approaches to legislating limits on tort recovery, and not all states have moved toward similar

reforms. As a result, the venue for tort cases can greatly impact the potential liability a company faces. Companies

defending against mass tort claims should work with their counsel to understand how state laws impact their

exposure.
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This entry has been created for information and planning purposes. It is not intended to be, nor should

it be substituted for, legal advice, which turns on specific facts.
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