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BLOG

Winston’s Fourth Class of Protégés Graduates from D&I
Associate Sponsorship Program

MAY 25, 2023

Congratulations to the 16 protégés who recently graduated from Winston & Strawn’s innovative Sponsorship

Program.

The program—which is the centerpiece of the firm’s efforts to retain, develop, and promote diverse associates—

pairs high-performing women, racial/ethnic minority, and LGBTQ+ associates in their fifth or sixth year of practice

with a sponsor for one year. Each sponsor is drawn from Winston’s Executive Committee to ensure that protégés

have sponsors with significant influence and connections to leverage on their behalf. In addition to regular meetings

with their sponsors, protégés received professional development programming, as well as individual and group

coaching throughout the year.

The graduating protégés in the 2022–2023 class are:

Shreyansi Agarwal

Bailey Brandon

Ahtoosa Amini Dale

Libby Deshaies

John Drosick

Marcus Garcia

Nathan Gilbert

Nasir Hussain

Lindsey Kell

Marissa Sims

Michael Smaila

Sarah L. Viebrock

https://www.winston.com/
https://www.winston.com/images/content/2/9/v2/292998/DIV-Associate-Sponsorhip-Program-MAY2023.pdf
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Jennifer Ybarra Taylor

Dion J. Robbins

DaWanna L. McCray

To celebrate the conclusion of the 2022–2023 program, sponsors and protégés gathered in Chicago for an all-day

close-out session that included keynote presentations by Theresa Cropper, a noted DEI advocate and consultant;

and Dr. Arin N. Reeves, a leading researcher, author, and advisor in the fields of leadership and inclusion

Additionally, the firm’s chair of the Transactions Department, Eva Davis, fielded questions in a “Power Hour” session,

moderated by her protégé Jennifer Ybarra Taylor, and Diane Costigan, Winston’s director of coaching and well-

being, spoke to the group about the path to partnership at Winston and how to carry their sponsorship relationships

forward.
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https://www.winston.com/en/locations/charlotte
https://www.winston.com/en/locations/chicago
https://www.winston.com/en/locations/dallas
https://www.winston.com/en/locations/houston
https://www.winston.com/en/locations/los-angeles
https://www.winston.com/en/locations/miami
https://www.winston.com/en/locations/new-york
https://www.winston.com/en/locations/san-francisco
https://www.winston.com/en/locations/silicon-valley
https://www.winston.com/en/locations/washington
https://www.winston.com/en/blogs-and-podcasts/life-at-winston?ta=1010131
https://www.winston.com/en/capabilities/services/corporate-and-finance
https://www.winston.com/en/capabilities/services/litigation
https://www.winston.com/en/capabilities/services/antitrust-competition
https://www.winston.com/en/capabilities/services/intellectual-property
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Related Regions

North America

Related Professionals

Sylvia James

Diane Costigan

Shreyansi Agarwal

https://www.winston.com/en/capabilities/regions/north-america
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/james-sylvia
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/james-sylvia
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/costigan-diane-m
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/costigan-diane-m
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/agarwal-shreyansi
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/agarwal-shreyansi
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Bailey Brandon

Ahtoosa Amini Dale

Libby Deshaies

John Drosick

https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/brandon-bailey-q
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/brandon-bailey-q
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/dale-ahtoosa-amini
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/dale-ahtoosa-amini
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/deshaies-libby-s
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/deshaies-libby-s
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/drosick-john-e
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/drosick-john-e
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Marcus Garcia

Nathan Gilbert

Nasir Hussain

Lindsey Kell

https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/garcia-marcus-a
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/garcia-marcus-a
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/gilbert-nathan-r
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/gilbert-nathan-r
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/hussain-nasir
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/hussain-nasir
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/kell-lindsey
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/kell-lindsey
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Marissa Sims

Michael Smaila

Sarah L. Viebrock

Jennifer Ybarra Taylor

https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/sims-marissa-r
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/sims-marissa-r
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/smaila-michael-r
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/smaila-michael-r
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/viebrock-sarah-1
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/viebrock-sarah-1
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/ybarra-jennifer-l
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/ybarra-jennifer-l
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Dion J. Robbins

DaWanna L. McCray-Allen

Mats G. Carlston

Charles B. Klein

https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/robbins-dion-jared
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/robbins-dion-jared
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/mccray-dawanna-l
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/mccray-dawanna-l
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/carlston-mats-g
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/carlston-mats-g
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/klein-charles-b
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/klein-charles-b
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Thomas M. Melsheimer

Krishnan Padmanabhan

Cardelle Spangler

David Rogers

https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/melsheimer-thomas-m
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/melsheimer-thomas-m
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/padmanabhan-krishnan
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/padmanabhan-krishnan
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/spangler-cardelle-b
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/spangler-cardelle-b
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/rogers-david-e
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/rogers-david-e
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David C. Scheper

Michael Elkin

Laurae Rossi

Michael Roche

https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/scheper-david-c
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/scheper-david-c
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/elkin-michael-s
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/elkin-michael-s
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/rossi-laurae
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/rossi-laurae
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/roche-michael-p
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/roche-michael-p
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Bradley C. Vaiana

Jeffrey Kessler

Eva Davis

Steve D’Amore

This entry has been created for information and planning purposes. It is not intended to be, nor should

it be substituted for, legal advice, which turns on specific facts.

https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/vaiana-bradley-c
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/vaiana-bradley-c
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/kessler-jeffrey-l
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/kessler-jeffrey-l
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/davis-eva-h
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/davis-eva-h
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/d-amore-stephen-v
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/d-amore-stephen-v

