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Action
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Key Takeaways:
The Surfside Condo Collapse Class Action final settlement proposal is nearly $1 billion.

The litigation has evolved considerably to include both condo owners and the families of victims.

Judge Michael Hanzman set a firm trial date for March 27, 2023, and refused to consider any continuance which
likely also helped facilitate the settlement.

Litigation arising from the June 2021 collapse of a condominium building in the Miami suburb of Surfside, Florida, has
moved one step closer to final resolution with a $997 million proposed settlement.   The collapse tragically killed
ninety-eight people and displaced all residents of the Champlain Towers South condominiums in Surfside.
 Deteriorating concrete, poor drainage, and disruption due to construction on an adjacent building likely combined to
cause the fatal collapse.   As a result, victims and their families brought claims against a number of defendants.

Within twenty-two hours of the collapse, a proposed class of all condo owners in Chaplain Towers South filed the first
complaint.   While that first lawsuit named only the condo association as a defendant, subsequent suits added the
property manager, engineers, architects, inspectors, and the owner of the adjacent building.   Over forty cases were
filed and then compiled into a single-class action proceeding.

As the consolidated litigation evolved, the proposed class grew to include not only condo owners but also the families
of victims.   This expansion led to two settlements: first, an approved $83 million settlement to compensate for
property loss, and, second, the current proposed $997 million settlement to compensate for injuries and wrongful
death.   The final figure in the latest proposed settlement is massive—surprising even the presiding Judge Michael
Hanzman.   Many factors likely contributed to the defendants’ willingness to settle at such a high number; including,
the profusion of personal and property damage, the national attention paid to the collapse, the cost of discovery, and
the relatively accelerated trial schedule.   Indeed, Judge Hanzman set this case for trial on March 27, 2023, and
forcefully disabused any notion of a continuance.   Given the scope of the case, that trial date would be difficult to
achieve.
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Regardless of the precise reason for the resolution, this much is clear: Litigation over an extraordinarily tragic accident
is now coming to an end with an equally extraordinary settlement.
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This entry has been created for information and planning purposes. It is not intended to be, nor should
it be substituted for, legal advice, which turns on specific facts.
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