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BLOG

SEC Staff Sent Home Over COVID-19 Exposure

MARCH 11, 2020

On March 9, 2020, the SEC ordered part of its staff based in Washington, D.C. to work from home following a

possible exposure to coronavirus (COVID-19) in its headquarters. An employee on the ninth floor at the SEC’s

headquarters developed respiratory symptoms and was informed by a physician that the employee could potentially

have the coronavirus. The SEC noted that the employee was likely asymptomatic while working in the headquarters,

but out of an abundance of caution, all employees and contractors who worked on the same floor were asked to

telework. Following the telework order, a hearing scheduled to be held on Wednesday, March 11 by the SEC for a

vote on a proposed rulemaking was also cancelled. However, filings have not been delayed, and registrants can

continue making their filings as planned.

View all of our COVID-19 perspectives here. Contact a member of our COVID-19 Legal Task Force here.

1 Min Read

Related Locations

Houston

Related Topics

Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) COVID-19

Related Capabilities

Capital Markets Transactions Financial Services

Related Regions

North America

https://www.winston.com/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2020/03/09/securities-exchange-commission-asks-dc-employees-work-home-due-coronavirus-scare/
https://www.wsj.com/articles/coronavirus-cancels-vote-at-federal-regulator-11583869937
https://www.winston.com/en/resource/coronavirus-client-resource-center.html
https://www.winston.com/en/resource/coronavirus-task-force.html
https://www.winston.com/en/locations/houston
https://www.winston.com/en/blogs-and-podcasts/capital-markets-and-securities-law-watch?ta=1049256
https://www.winston.com/en/blogs-and-podcasts/capital-markets-and-securities-law-watch?ta=1025255
https://www.winston.com/en/capabilities/services/capital-markets
https://www.winston.com/en/capabilities/services/corporate-and-finance
https://www.winston.com/en/capabilities/sectors/financial-services-and-banking
https://www.winston.com/en/capabilities/regions/north-america


© 2025 Winston & Strawn LLP.

2

Related Professionals

Michael J. Blankenship

J. Eric Johnson

John P. Niedzwiecki

Ben D. Smolij

https://www.winston.com/en/capabilities/regions/north-america
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/blankenship-michael
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/blankenship-michael
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/johnson-jeric
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/johnson-jeric
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/niedzwiecki-john-p
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/niedzwiecki-john-p
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/smolij-beniamin-d
https://www.winston.com/en/professionals/smolij-beniamin-d


© 2025 Winston & Strawn LLP.

3

This entry has been created for information and planning purposes. It is not intended to be, nor should

it be substituted for, legal advice, which turns on specific facts.


