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Analysis Group Report on the App Store
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Key Finding: “Apple’s App Store commission rate is similar in magnitude to 
the commission rates charged by many other app stores and digital 
content marketplaces.” (p. 2)

“[F]or their business model to be successful, digital marketplaces often 
have to rely on rules that prevent [developers] from free riding….” (p. 12) 
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It appears that Apple sets the conditions on how Apple 
Pay should be used in merchants' apps and websites. It 
also reserves the ‘tap and go’ functionality of iPhones to 
Apple Pay. It is important that Apple's measures do not 
deny consumers the benefits of new payment 
technologies, including better choice, quality, innovation 
and competitive prices. 

- Margrethe Vestager
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It appears that Apple obtained a ‘gatekeeper’ role when it 
comes to the distribution of apps and content to users of 
Apple's popular devices. We need to ensure that Apple's 
rules do not distort competition in markets where Apple is 
competing with other app developers, for example with its 
music streaming service Apple Music or with Apple Books. 

- Margrethe Vestager
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Facebook Response to EC Public Consultation on the 
Digital Services Act (DSA) (September 8, 2020)
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“Like any app developer, we have 
faced challenges in the application 
of Apple’s policies and technical 
controls around in-app payments, 
gaming apps, log-in tools, and 
online advertising. In each 
category, Apple has made policy 
and enforcement decisions that 
privilege its own services and 
revenue streams to the detriment 
of others . . .”

“[I]t is well known that mobile 
games are the most lucrative 
category of mobile apps worldwide. 
. . . By largely prohibiting other 
developers from offering apps that 
enable consumers to access games 
not directly distributed through the 
App Store, Apple is ensuring that 
consumers on iOS can primarily 
purchase games and related 
services only from Apple, and not 
from other developers.”
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Epic Games Inc. v. Apple Inc.
No. 3:20-cv-05640-YGR (N.D. Cal)
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Epic brings this suit to end Apple’s unfair and anti-
competitive actions that Apple undertakes to unlawfully 
maintain its monopoly in two distinct, multibillion dollar 
markets: (i) the iOS App Distribution Market, and (ii) the 

iOS In-App Payment Processing Market . . . . Epic 
respectfully requests this Court to enjoin Apple from 

continuing to impose its anti-competitive restrictions on 
the iOS ecosystem and ensure 2020 is not like “1984”.

Epic fired the first shot in this dispute, and its 
willful, brazen, and unlawful conduct cannot be 

left unchecked. . . .  This Court should hold Epic to 
its contractual promises, award Apple 

compensatory and punitive damages, and enjoin 
Epic from engaging in further unfair business 

practices.
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#FreeFortnite Campaign
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Cameron, et. al. v. Apple Inc. 

No. 4:19-cv03074-YGR (N.D. Cal)

In re Apple iPhone Antitrust Litigation

No. 4:11-cv-06714-YGR (N.D. Cal)
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