








employees for engaging in such protected activities. Licensees and contractors that discriminate 
against their employees who engage in protected activities are subject to sanctions by the NRC, 
that include notices of violation and civil penalties.

In addition, under the Deliberate Misconduct Rule, set forth in 10 C.F.R. §§ 30.10 and 50.5, 
licensee and contractor employees are subject to sanctions by the NRC for discrimination against 
other employees who engage in protected activities.  These sanctions include orders barring 
individuals from NRC licensed activities.  Significant NRC enforcement actions are published in 
NUREG-0940 and can be accessed through the NRC Office of Enforcement’s home page.

If an employee feels discriminated against for bringing violations or safety concerns to the NRC 
or an employer, the employee may file a complaint with the NRC, the Department of Labor 
(“DOL”), or appropriate state entities.  Information on filing a complaint with the Department 
of Labor can be found on www.osha.gov.  The DOL may investigate the complaint and may award 
personal relief to the employee if a finding of unlawful discrimination is made.  In addition 
to the DOL process, the NRC may take enforcement action against the employer for unlawful 
discrimination.

REPOrtING WrONGDOING bY LIcENSEES, AND tHEIr EMPLOYEES AND CONtrActOrS

The NRC has several checks in place to ensure that individuals feel comfortable coming forward 
and reporting a safety concern.  The NRC’s Allegations Program deals with information 
concerning violations of NRC requirements and wrongdoing by individuals or organizations 
who are:

Licensed by the NRC;
Applicants for licenses;
Licensee contractors or vendors; or
Employees of any of the above

The NRC will evaluate each allegation of harassment, intimidation, or discrimination to 
determine whether sufficient information exists to initiate an investigation.  After this 
evaluation, any investigation would be conducted by the Office of Investigations (“OI”).  OI may 
interview the individual making the allegation and review available documentation.  Based on this 
evaluation, OI will assign a priority and a decision will be made whether to further pursue the 
matter through interviews and document requests.  

Raising an issue with a supervisor
Initiating a work item

Disagreeing with an issue resolution
Cooperating in an investigation

Raising a safety issue outside “chain of command”
“Going to the NRC”

Filing a DOL case

Discharge
Transfer/reassignment

Reduced pay or reduced bonus
Negative performance appraisal
Blacklisting or Non-selection

Threat
Harassment or hostile work environment
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An individual can report an allegation of wrongdoing by sending an email to Allegations@nrc.
gov or by calling the NRC’s toll-free safety hotline at (800) 695-7403.

REPOrtING WrONGDOING bY NRC EMPLOYEES Or NRC CONtrActOrS

Issues concerning the conduct of NRC employees or NRC contractors come under the purview 
of the NRC’s Office of Inspector General (“OIG”).  OIG is responsible for detecting and 
preventing fraud, waste, and wrongdoing within the NRC.  

Once the OIG receives an allegation of misconduct, fraud or mismanagement, it will refer to 
its priorities and general guidelines in determining whether to open an investigation.  Some 
allegations result in investigations, while others are retained as the basis for audits, referred 
to NRC management, or, if appropriate, referred to another law enforcement agency.  Upon 
completion of an investigation, OIG will prepare a report summarizing the facts disclosed 
during the investigation, and a copy is distributed to prosecuting attorneys, as appropriate, and 
to agency officials who may have an official interest in the results of the investigation.

An individual can report by filling out a form on the NRC’s website, calling the NRC’s toll-free 
hotline at (800)-233-3497, or mailing the information to the agency, at:

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Office of the Inspector General
Hotline Program
Mail Stop T5-D28
11545 Rockville Pike
Rockville, MD 20852-2738



HEArING PrOcESS OVErVIEW

The NRC conducts hearings on disputed matters involved in the licensing of nuclear reactors, 
nuclear materials, and nuclear materials facilities.  Hearings are also available to contest civil 
penalties for infractions of NRC regulations or staff orders directing that some action be taken.  
The NRC regulations that govern the hearing process are in Rules of Practice for Domestic 
Licensing Proceedings and Issuance of Orders (10 C.F.R. Part 2).

BAckGrOUND

When NRC licensing actions involve nuclear reactors, a “Notice of Opportunity for Hearing” 
will be published in the Federal Register.  Hearing requests and intervention petitions must be 
filed within 60 days of the date of the Federal Register publication of the Notice of Opportunity for 
Hearing.  To be granted a hearing on a concern regarding a domestic licensing or enforcement 
action, members of the public must explain the nature of their interest in the proposed NRC 
licensing or enforcement action and set forth the reasons and bases for their concerns in the 
form of proposed contentions.  Generally, hearings are sought by those who reside or work near 
an affected nuclear facility and who believe that a proposed action raises environmental or safety 
questions.  Participants in NRC hearings have included individuals, citizen groups, private 
businesses, and governmental bodies.  Broadly speaking, the contested issues in NRC licensing 
adjudications fall into two generic categories: (1) safety/technical issues arising under the AEA; 
and (2) environmental issues arising under NEPA.

A three-member panel of administrative judges - an “ALSB” or “Licensing Board”- drawn 
from the NRC’s Atomic Safety and Licensing Board Panel generally conducts these hearings.  
The Licensing Board is composed of one lawyer, who acts as chairperson, and two technically 
qualified persons.  On rare occasions the Commission itself may preside at a hearing.  
The ASLB judges are employees of the NRC; however, under NRC rules and under the 
Administrative Procedure Act, they are independent from the NRC staff.  The judges have 
no stake in the outcome of a proceeding, and reach objective decisions based on the record.  
The Licensing Board is charged with compiling a factual record in a proceeding, analyzing the 
record, and making a determination based upon the record.
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The Commission entertains appeals and petitions for review of the decisions of the ASLB. 
A special Commission office (Office of Commission Appellate Adjudication) assists the 
Commission in these reviews by analyzing the cases, determining the legal options for a final 
decision, and drafting decisions for the Commission in accordance with the Commission’s 
guidance. The Secretary of the Commission maintains the files for NRC’s licensing and 
enforcement adjudications, known as the Adjudicatory Docket.

HEArING PrOcESS

NRC’s regulations in 10 CFR Part 2 specify different types of hearing processes for different 
types of agency actions. For some cases, particularly in the enforcement arena, the NRC employs 
a formal, trial-type process (a Subpart G hearing) similar to the procedures used in non-jury 
Federal court lawsuits, including pre-trial discovery between the parties and questioning of 
witnesses at an evidentiary hearing.  In most cases, however, the NRC follows a more informal 
hearing process (a Subpart L hearing).  Subpart L contains the procedures applicable to 
informal adjudications concerning, among other things, initial license applications for nuclear 
power reactors, license amendments, and operator or senior operator licenses subject to 10 
C.F.R. Part 55.  The key components of a Subpart L proceeding are set forth below.  

Standard for Admissibility of Issues.  At the time an intervenor files a petition for 
leave to intervene and/or request for hearing, it must specify “contentions” about 
the licensing that are specific, adequately supported, and material to the subject 
matter of the proceeding.  

NRC Staff Participation.  In most Subpart L proceedings, the NRC Staff is not 
required to participate as a party, though it typically does participate.  Should the 
NRC Staff choose not to participate, however, the Presiding Officer retains the 
right to order the Staff to participate with respect to a particular issue.  

Hearing File.  A principal difference between Subparts G and L relates to 
discovery.  Subpart G provides for “classic” discovery, e.g., interrogatories, 
depositions, requests for admission.  In Subpart L proceedings, the NRC Staff is 
directed to compile a hearing file consisting of the application for licensing action 
and any amendment(s) to the application; any NRC safety, environmental, or other 
reports relating to the application; and any relevant correspondence between the 
NRC and the applicant.  See 10 C.F.R. § 2.1231.  The Staff has a continuing duty to 
keep the hearing file up to date with respect to these materials.  

Mandatory Disclosures.  After admission of contentions the parties have an 
obligation to make prompt disclosure of relevant documnetary evidence. This 
includes documents in electronic form (e.g., email). Beyond the provision of the 
hearing file and mandatory disclosures, discovery is prohibited in the subpart L process.  

Written Presentations and Discretion to Hold Oral Presentations. Another key 
difference between the informal hearing provided for in Subpart L and the formal 
proceeding conducted under Subpart G is the written presentation, submitted 
under oath or affirmation.  Subpart L contemplates that written presentations and 



(if necessary) follow-up written questions posed by the presiding officer, rather 
than an oral hearing, will be the vehicle by which the parties are heard and the issues 
resolved.  In the event that the presiding officer finds that the written presentations 
are inadequate to resolve the issues raised, he has the discretion to allow or require 
the parties to make oral presentations. 

Initial Decision. Following these presentations, on the basis of the hearing file 
and any information presented under oath in written or oral presentations, the 
presiding officer will make an initial decision.

Appeals and Judicial Review.  Decisions of Licensing Boards can be appealed to 
the Commission, and Commission decisions can be appealed directly to the U.S. 
Courts of Appeals.
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NEW PLANt LIcENSING: THE BASIcS

NRC regulates the construction and operation of new commercial nuclear power facilities. 
Historically, the NRC issued construction permits and operating licenses in a two-step 
licensing process under Part 50.  In an effort to improve regulatory efficiency and add 
greater predictability to the process, in 1989 the NRC established alternative licensing 
processes in 10 C.F.R. Part 52 that included several new types of approvals.  Specifically, 
the NRC may issue standard design certifications, early site permits (“ESPs”), and 
combined operating licenses (“COLs”).  

Design Certification.  The NRC can certify a reactor design for 15 years through the 
rulemaking process.  The NRC review of a design certification application will address 
the safety issues of an essentially complete nuclear power plant design, independent 
of a specific site.  An application for a standard design certification must also contain 
proposed inspections, tests, analyses, and acceptance criteria (“ITAAC”) for the 
standard design.

Early Site Permit.  The NRC can issue an ESP for approval of one or more sites 
separate from an application for a construction permit or combined license.  
ESPs are valid for 10 to 20 years and can be renewed for an additional 10 to 20 
years. The NRC review of an early site permit application will address site safety 
issues, environmental protection issues, and plans for coping with emergencies, 
independent of the review of a specific nuclear plant design.

Combined Operating License.  A combined license authorizes construction and 
operation of the facility in a manner similar to a construction permit and operating 
license under the two-step process (Part 50).  The COL application must also the 
inspections, tests, and analyses that the applicant must perform.  An application for 
a combined license under 10 CFR Part 52 can incorporate by reference a design 
certification and/or an early site permit. The advantage of this approach is that the issues 
resolved during the design certification rulemaking and the early site permit hearing 
processes are precluded from reconsideration later at the combined license stage.  If an 
early site permit and design certification are not referenced, then the NRC also reviews 
the technical and environmental information associated with the design and the site. 



NEW REActOr LIcENSING REVIEWS

All nuclear power plant applications must undergo a safety review and an environmental review 
by the NRC.  An applicant for a COL must submit a Safety Analysis Report, which contains 
the design information and criteria for the proposed reactor and comprehensive data on the 
proposed site.  In addition, the application must contain a comprehensive assessment of the 
environmental impact of the proposed plant.  

When an application to construct a nuclear plant is received, the NRC staff determines whether 
it contains sufficient information to satisfy Commission requirements for a detailed review.  
If the application is accepted, the NRC begins its technical review of the application and 
initiates the NEPA process.  In addition, a notice of receipt of the application and notice of an 
opportunity to request a hearing is published in the Federal Register.

The NRC staff then reviews the application to determine whether the plant design meets all 
applicable regulations including: 

Characteristics of the site, including surrounding population, seismology, meteorology, 
geology and hydrology; 

Design of the nuclear plant;

Anticipated response of the plant to hypothetical accidents;

Plant operations including the applicant’s technical qualifications to operate the plant;

Discharges from the plant into the environment (i.e., radiological effluents); and

Emergency plans. 

When the NRC completes its review, it prepares a Safety Evaluation Report summarizing the 
anticipated effect of the proposed facility on public health and safety.  The NRC also issues a 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement for comment by the appropriate Federal, State, and 
local agencies as well as by the public.  Afterwards, the agency issues a Final Environmental 
Impact Statement that addresses all comments received.

The Advisory Committee on Reactor Safeguards (“ACRS”), an independent group that 
provides advice on reactor safety to the five-member Commission, reviews each application 
to construct or operate a nuclear power plant.  The ACRS review begins early in the licensing 
process, and a series of meetings with the applicant and the NRC staff are held at appropriate 
times in the review process.  When the ACRS has completed its review, it submits the results in 
a report to the Commission via a letter to the Chairman of the NRC.

The NRC may also authorize the licensee to do some construction at the site prior to 
the issuance of a construction permit. This authorization is known as a Limited Work 
Authorization (“LWA”) and is done at the risk of the licensee.  This authorization may be 
granted only after the Licensing Board has made certain of the NEPA findings required by the 
Commission’s regulations for authorizing construction and has determined that there is 
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reasonable assurance that the proposed site is a suitable location, from a radiological health 
and safety standpoint, for a nuclear power reactor of the general size and type proposed.

NEW REActOr HEArINGS

The Atomic Energy Act requires that intrested persons be given an opportunity to request 
a hearing on a COL application. Petitioners with standing and an admissible issue become 
“intervenors” in a contested adjudicatory process that must be completed before a COL is issued 
for a nuclear power plant.  In addition, at a mandatory or “uncontested” hearing (which is 
in addition to any hearing on “contested” issues raised by intervenors following the notice of 
opportunity to request a hearing), the Licensing Board or the Commission reviews the adequacy 
or sufficiency of the NRC Staff’s review of the application.  

After issuing a combined license, the Commission authorizes operation of the facility only 
after verifying that the licensee completed required inspections, tests, and analyses and that 
acceptance criteria were met.  At periodic intervals during construction, the NRC publishes 
notices of these completions in the Federal Register.  Then, not less than 180 days before the date 
scheduled for initial loading of fuel, the NRC will publish a notice of intended operation of the 
facility in the Federal Register.  There is another opportunity for a hearing at this time, but the NRC 
will consider petitions for a hearing only if the petitioner demonstrates that the licensee has not 
met or will not meet the acceptance criteria. Before a plant can operate, the Commission must 
determine that the acceptance criteria have been met.

Key Documents:

NUREG-0800, “Standard Review Plan for the Review of Safety Analysis Reports for Nuclear Power Plants.” 

Regulatory Guide 1.206, “Combined License Applications for Nuclear Power Plants.”

NUREG-1555, “Standard Review Plan for Environmental Reviews for Nuclear Power Plants.”

Regulatory Guide 4.2, “Preparation of Environmental Reports for Nuclear Power Stations.”



DEcOMMISSIONING FUNDING ASSUrANcE

NRC’s nuclear regulatory activities include the decommissioning of nuclear facilities, which 
means “to remove a facility or site safely from service and reduce residual radioactivity to a level 
that permits (1) release of the property for unrestricted use and termination of the license; or 
(2) release of the property under restricted conditions and termination of the license.”  NRC 
regulates the decontamination and decommissioning of nuclear facilities with the ultimate goal 
of license termination.  

NRC regulations specify the requirements for certain licensees, including operating 
power reactor licensees, to provide financial assurance for decommissioning.  The general 
requirements for applications for license termination and decommissioning nuclear power, 
research, and test reactors are contained in 10 C.F.R. Part 50, “Domestic Licensing of 
Production and Utilization Facilities.”  Specifically, 10 C.F.R. § 50.75 establishes requirements 
for indicating how this assurance will be provided, namely the amount of funds that must 

THERE ARE THREE PRIMARY METHODS OF DECOMMISSIONING NUCLEAR REACTORS

DECON is the method in which the equipment, structures, and portions of a facility and site 
containing radioactive contaminants are removed or decontaminated to a level that permits the 
property to be released for use in accordance with the NRC’s definition of decommissioning, shortly 
after cessation of operations.

SAFSTOR is the method in which the nuclear facility is placed and maintained in a condition 
that allows the nuclear facility to be safely stored and subsequently decontaminated (deferred 
decontamination) to levels that permit release for use in accordance with the NRC’s definition of 
decommissioning.

ENTOMB is the method in which radioactive contaminants are encased in a structurally long-lived 
material, such as concrete. The entombed structure is appropriately maintained, and continued 
surveillance is carried out until the radioactivity decays to a level permitting release of the property in 
accordance with the NRC’s definition of decommissioning.
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be provided, including updates, the methods to be used for assuring funds, and provisions 
contained in trust agreements for safeguarding decommissioning funds.

DEcOMMISSIONING COSt EStIMAtES

Estimating the minimum amount of funds needed for decommissioning is important to 
prevent funding shortfalls that could adversely affect public health and safety.  The certification 
or “formula” amounts in 10 CFR § 50.75(c)(1) act as threshold review levels. While not 
necessarily representing the actual cost of decommissioning for specific reactors, these 
certification amounts provide assurance that licensees are able to demonstrate adequate financial 
responsibility in that the bulk of the funds necessary for a safe decommissioning are being 
considered and planned for early in facility life, thus providing adequate assurance that the 
facility will not become a risk to public health and safety when it is decommissioned.  

Requirements for establishing the minimum funding amounts for decommissioning are set 
out in 10 C.F.R. §§ 50.33(k), 50.75, 50.82(a)(4), 50.82(a)(8), and 50.82(a)(9).  These 
requirements include:

An initial certification amount (using either formula amounts or site-specific decommissioning cost 
estimate).

Adjustments to the certification amount (or site-specific estimate) over the operating life and storage 
period, if any, of the facility.  Specifically, 10 CFR § 50.75(b) requires each licensee to annually 
adjust the initial certification amount by use of the equation in 10 CFR § 50.75(c)(2), which 
provides for escalation factors for labor, energy, and waste burial.

A post-shutdown decommissioning activities report (“PSDAR”) to be submitted by the licensee to the 
NRC prior to or within two years following permanent cessation of operations. 

A site-specific decommissioning cost estimate must be submitted to the NRC prior to the licensee using 
any funds other than those described in 10 CFR § 50.82(a)(8)(ii).  Also, such a cost estimate is 
required to be submitted within two years following permanent cessation of operations, if not already 
submitted. 

A licensee is required by 10 CFR § 50.82(a)(9)(ii)(F) to provide an “updated site-specific 
estimate of remaining decommissioning costs” as part of a license termination plan (“LTP”).  The 
licensee must submit its LTP at least two years before the date of termination of the license.

FINANcIAL ASSUrANcE MEtHODS

A certification of financial assurance is a statement by the licensee that a prescribed amount of 
funding has been obtained for decommissioning.  The objective of NRC’s financial assurance 
requirements is to ensure that a suitable mechanism for financing the decommissioning of 
licensed facilities is in place in the event that a licensee is unable or unwilling to complete 



decommissioning.  Financial assurance is achieved through the use of financial instruments. 
Some financial instruments provide a special account into which the licensee may essentially 
prepay the applicable costs.  Other financial instruments guarantee funding by a suitably 
qualified third party, thereby providing “defense in depth” in the event the licensee is unable or 
unwilling to pay these costs when they arise.  Financial assurance for decommissioning must be 
obtained prior to the commencement of licensed activities or receipt of licensed material, and it 
must be maintained until termination of the license.

According to 10 CFR § 50.75(e)(1), Licensees may demonstrate financial assurance for 
decommissioning by one of the following methods:

Prepayment.  The deposit preceding the start of operation, or the transfer of a 
license pursuant to 10 CFR § 50.80, into an account segregated from licensee 
assets and outside the administrative control of the licensee and its subsidiaries or 
affiliates of cash or liquid assets such that the amount of funds would be sufficient 
to pay decommissioning costs at the time permanent termination of operations is 
expected. Prepayment may be in the form of a trust, escrow account, government 
fund, certificate of deposit, deposit of government securities, or other payment 
acceptable to the NRC.

External Sinking Fund.  A fund established and maintained by setting funds 
aside periodically in an account segregated from licensee assets and outside the 
administrative control of the licensee and its subsidiaries or affiliates in which the 
total amount of funds would be sufficient to pay decommissioning costs at the time 
permanent termination of operations is expected. An external sinking fund may 
be in the form of a trust, escrow account, government fund, certificate of deposit, 
deposit of government securities, or other payment acceptable to the NRC.

Guarantee Method.  Can be in the form of surety bonds, letters of credit, or 
insurance; parent company guarantees may be used when a financial test specified in 
Appendix A to 10 C.F.R. Part 30 is used.

Statement of Intent.  A Statement of Intent by a government agency, if applicable, 
indicates that funds for decommissioning will be obtained when necessary.

Contractual Obligations.  Obligations on the part of a licensee’s customers, the 
total amount of which over the duration of the contracts will provide the licensee’s 
total share of uncollected funds to be needed for decommissioning pursuant to 10 
C.F.R. §§ 50.75(c), 50.75(f), or 50.82.

Other Mechanisms.  Refers to any other mechanism, or combination of 
mechanisms, that provides assurance of decommissioning funding equivalent to that 
provided by the mechanisms listed above.

The total cost of decommissioning a reactor facility depends on many factors, including the 
timing and sequence of the various stages of the program, type of reactor or facility, location of 
the facility, radioactive waste burial costs, and plans for spent fuel storage.  The NRC estimates 
costs for decommissioning a nuclear power plant range from $280-$612 million.  NRC requires 
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nuclear power plant licensees to report to the agency the status of their decommissioning funds 
at least once every two years, annually within five years of the planned shutdown, and annually 
once the plant ceases operation.

Key Documents:

NUREG-1577, “Standard Review Plan on Power Reactor Licensee Financial Qualifications and 
Decommissioning Funding Assurance.”

NUREG-1700, “Standard Review Plan for Evaluating Nuclear Power Reactor License Termination Plans.”

NUREG-1307, “Report on Waste Burial Charges.”

NUREG-1757, “Consolidated NMSS Decommissioning Guidance, Financial Assurance, Recordkeeping, 
and Timeliness.”

Regulatory Guide 1.159, “Assuring The Availability Of Funds For Decommissioning Nuclear Reactors”

 



REpOrtING REqUIrEMENtS

The NRC’s regulations list reporting requirements for notifying the NRC of emergency and 
non-emergency events involving NRC-licensed radioactive materials, commercial nuclear 
facilities, or materials licensed under the Agreement States program.  Many of the important 
reporting requirements are set forth in 10 C.F.R. Part 20, 21 and 50.  Below, is a list of some of 
those reporting obligations and corresponding guidance documents, along with a list of the event 
triggering the requirement, the timeframe for making a report, and how and where a report 
should be made.

DOMEStIc LIcENSING OF PrODUctION AND UtILIZAtION FAcILItIES

10 C.F.R. PArt 50

Regulation

10 C.F.R. § 50.72, “Immediate notification requirements for operating nuclear power reactors”

10 C.F.R. § 50.73, “Licensee event reporting system”

Guidance Document

Event Reporting Guidelines 10 C.F.R. §§ 50.72 and 50.73 (NUREG-1022, Rev. 2)
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StANDArDS FOr PrOtEctION AGAINSt RADIAtION

10 C.F.R. PArt 20

Regulation

10 C.F.R. § 20.1906, “Procedures for receiving and opening packages”

10 C.F.R. § 20.2201, “Reports of theft of loss of licensed material”

10 C.F.R. § 20.2202, “Notifications of incidents”

10 C.F.R. § 20.2203, “Reports of exposures, radiation levels and 
concentrations of radioactive material exceeding the constraints of limits”

Guidance Document

Consolidated Guidance: 10 CFR Part 20 – Standards for Protection Against Radiation 
(NUREG1736)

 source of 
requirementtype of report

Declaration of an Emergency Class

reporting 
method

§ 50.72(a)(1)(i)
Emergency Notification 

System ( 301-816-5100)/ 
Phone; Fax

NRC Operations Center

primary
recipient

Activation of Emergency Response 
Data System

§ 50.72(a)(4)
Electronic data link (See 

Part 50, Appendix E)
(See Part 50, Appendix E)

Notification of certain non-
emergency events, conditions and 
releases described in § 50.72(b)

§ 50.72(b)(1), (2), 
and (3)

Emergency Notification 
System ( 301-816-5100)/ 

Phone; Fax
NRC Operations Center

Follow-up notification of certain 
events, conditions and releases to 
indicate worsening (or changing) 

plant conditions or termination of 
the event

§ 50.72(c)
Emergency Notification 
System (301-816-5100)/ 

Phone; Fax
NRC Operations Center

Licensee Event Report (LER) § 50.73 Written report (Form 
NRC-366)

Document Control Desk, 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 

Commission, Washington, 
D.C.  20555-0001

Supplemental information            
about an LER

§ 50.73(c)

timing

Within 1 hour of 
occurrence

Within 1 hour after 
declaring an emergency 
class equal to, or more 
serious than, an Alert

Within 1 hour, 4 hours, or 
8 hours of occurrence (see 

regulation)

Immediately

Within 60 days after 
discovery of reportable 

event

As requested by NRC Written report

Document Control Desk, 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 

Commission, Washington, 
D.C.  20555-0001



 source of 
requirementtype of report

Removable radioactive surface 
contamination exceeds limits of § 
71.87; or external radiation levels 

exceed limits of § 71.47

reporting 
method

§ 20.1906(d) Phone NRC Operations Center

primary
recipient

Theft or loss of licensed material § 20.2201(a)(1)
Emergency Notification 
System (301/816-5100)/ 

Phone
NRC Operations Center

Follow-up written report on lost, 
stolen, or missing licensed material

§ 20.2201(b) Written report

Document Control Desk, 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 

Commission, Washington, 
D.C.  20555-0001; Regional 

office (see § 20.2201(b))

Additional information on 
lost, stolen, or missing licensed 

materialplant conditions or 
termination of the event

§ 20.2201(d) Written report 

Document Control Desk, 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 

Commission, Washington, 
D.C.  20555-0001

Notification of incident involving 
exposure to or release of by-product, 

source, or SNM
§ 20.2202(a)

Emergency Notification 
System (301/816-5100)/ 

Phone
NRC Operations Center

Notification of incident involving 
exposure to or release of licensed 

material
§ 20.2202(b)

timing

Immediately

Immediately

Within 30 days after making 
telephone report

Within 30 days after 
learning of additional 

information

Immediately

Within 24 hours of 
discovery

Emergency Notification 
System (301/816-5100)/ 

Phone
NRC Operations Center

Overexposure of individual, 
excessive levels or concentrations of 
radioactivity, and/or any incident 

requiring notification under § 
20.2202  (see § 19.13(d))

§ 20.2203(a)
Within 30 days of learning 

of occurrence
Written report (Form 

NRC 366) See regulation

Levels of radiation or radioactive 
material exceeding license limits within 
the restricted area - or - 10 times the 

unrestricted area release limits

§ 20.2203(a)(3)
Within 30 days of learning 

of occurrence
Written report (Form 

NRC 366)
See regulation

Levels or releases of radioactivity in 
excess of 40 C.F.R. Part 190 limits or 
in excess of license conditions related 

to 40 C.F.R. Part 190

§ 20.2203(a)(4) Within 30 days
Written report (Form 

NRC 366)

Document Control Desk, 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 

Commission, Washington, 
D.C.  20555-0001
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REPOrtING OF DEFEctS AND NONcOMPLIANcE

10 C.F.R. PArt 21

Regulation
10 C.F.R. § 21.21, “Notification of failure to comply or existence of a defect and its evaluation”

 source of 
requirementtype of report

Evaluation of an identified deviation or 
failure to comply with Atomic Energy 

Act (“AEA”) potentially associated with 
a substantial safety hazard, or interim 
report indicating that the evaluation 
cannot be completed within 60 days 

from date of discovery

reporting 
method

§ 21.21(a)(1) 
and (2)

Written report

Document Control Desk, 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 

Commission, Washington, 
D.C.  20555-0001

primary
recipient

Notification of information reasonably 
indicating a failure to comply with the 
AEA or a defect affecting construction 

or operation of a facility or a basic 
component for facility

§ 21.21(d)(1) 
and (2)

Fax; Phone NRC Operations Center

Notification of information reasonably 
indicating a failure to comply with the 
AEA or a defect affecting construction 

or operation of a facility or a basic 
component for facility

§ 21.21(d)(1) and 
(2)

Written Report

Document Control Desk, 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 

Commission, Washington, 
D.C.  20555-0001

Additional information concerning a 
defect or failure to comply § 21.21(e) Not specified 

timing

Within 60 days from 
discovery of the deviation 

or failure to comply

Within 2 days of receipt of 
information identifying 

defect or failure to comply 
(see § 21.21(d)(3)(i))

Within 30 days following 
receipt of information (see 

§ 21.21(d)(3)(ii))

As requested by NRC

Document Control Desk, 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 

Commission, Washington, 
D.C.  20555-0001



CHICAGO
35 West Wacker Drive
Chicago, IL 60601-9703
312.558.5600
F 312.558.5700

LOS ANGELES
333 South Grand Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90071-1543
213.615.1700
F  213.615.1750

NEW YORK
200 Park Avenue
New York, NY 10166-4193
212.294.6700
F 212.294.4700

SAN FRANCISCO
101 California Street
San Francisco, CA 94111-5802
415.591.1000
F 415.591.1400

WASHINGTON, D.C.
1700 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006-3817
202.282.5000
F 202.282.5100

GENEVA
43, rue du Rhône

1204 Geneva
Switzerland CH102

41 22 317.75.75
F 41 22 317.75.00

LONDON
99 Gresham Street

London, EC2V 7NG, UK
44 20.7105.0000

F 44 20.7105.0100

MOSCOW
4 Stasovoy Ulitsa
119071, Moscow

Russian Federation
7495.975.0623

F 7495.975.0624

PARIS
25, ave Marceau

75116 Paris, France
33 1 53.64.82.82

F 33 1 53.64.82.20




