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Nevada’s Expanded Definition of “Personal Information”
Applies to State’s Unique Encryption Requirements

JUNE 24, 2015

As we previously reported last month, amendments to Nevada’s privacy laws go into effect on July 1, 2015. The

amendments expand the types of information that constitute “personal information” to include electronic mail

addresses and passwords, driver authorization card numbers, medical and health insurance identification numbers,

and other similar information. The expanded definition applies to both Nevada’s breach notification and data

encryption laws, which means that – breach notification obligations aside – companies doing business in Nevada

must take the expanded definition into consideration when complying with Nevada’s encryption laws.

Specifically, Nevada requires the encryption of:

1. Any electronic, non-fax transfer of personal information outside of the company; and

2. Any data storage device containing personal information when it is moved beyond the company’s controls.

As a reminder, these encryption requirements are similar to those required under Massachusetts’ regulations.

However, the definition of “personal information” used in the Massachusetts regulations is narrower than the

amended definition in Nevada and does not include e-mails and passwords, and medical and health insurance

identification numbers.

Tip: Although the amended Nevada law takes effect on July 1, 2015, companies are not required to comply

with the amended provisions until July 1, 2016. 
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This entry has been created for information and planning purposes. It is not intended to be, nor should

it be substituted for, legal advice, which turns on specific facts.
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