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EPA Finalizes MATS Technical Corrections

APRIL 4, 2016

On March 17, 2016, EPA finalized its long-awaited technical corrections to the Mercury and Air Toxics Standards

(MATS) which were proposed in December 2014. The final rule, which has not yet been published in the Federal

Register, makes a number of key changes to the MATS requirements. For example, EPA has finalized revisions to

the emissions averaging equations and changed the requirements concerning use of clean fuels during startup.

EPA also removed the rule’s affirmative defense for malfunctions in light of the D.C. Circuit’s April 2014 decision in

NRDC v. EPA. The final rule will become effective once published in the Federal Register.

Meanwhile, EPA sent its final supplemental MATS cost analysis to the White House Office of Management & Budget

(OMB) for review on March 22, 2016. The Agency was required to perform the cost analysis after the Supreme

Court’s decision in Michigan v. EPA, which held that EPA erred by failing to consider the costs of regulating

hazardous air pollutant emissions from the utility industry in its “appropriate and necessary” determination under the

Clean Air Act. OMB is expected to complete its review of the cost analysis in May 2016, after which it will be

published in the Federal Register.

1 Min Read

Related Locations

Chicago

Related Topics

MATS Rulemaking Air

Related Capabilities

Environmental Litigation & Enforcement

https://www.winston.com/
https://www.winston.com/en/blogs-and-podcasts/winston-and-the-legal-environment/epa-proposes-technical-corrections-to-mats
https://www.winston.com/en/locations/chicago
https://www.winston.com/en/blogs-and-podcasts/winston-and-the-legal-environment?ta=1011038
https://www.winston.com/en/blogs-and-podcasts/winston-and-the-legal-environment?ta=1011781
https://www.winston.com/en/blogs-and-podcasts/winston-and-the-legal-environment?ta=1009091
https://www.winston.com/en/capabilities/services/environmental-litigation-and-enforcement


© 2024 Winston & Strawn LLP.

2

Related Regions
North America

This entry has been created for information and planning purposes. It is not intended to be, nor should

it be substituted for, legal advice, which turns on specific facts.

https://www.winston.com/en/capabilities/regions/north-america

