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Coast Guard Issues STCW Guidance

FEBRUARY 26, 2014

The U.S. Coast Guard has posted notice of the availability of nine new Navigation and Vessel Inspection Circulars

(NVICs) to implement the agency’s December 24, 2013, final rule aligning its regulations with the International

Convention on Standards of Training, Certification, and Watchkeeping for Seafarers (STCW). Implementation of the

final rule ensures that U.S. mariner credentialing requirements are consistent with international standards, reduces

foreign port detention risk for U.S.-flag vessels, and strengthens U.S. authority to enforce the STCW Convention

against foreign flag vessels in U.S. waters. Operators should review the NVICs carefully as part of their efforts to

comply with the new rule.
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This entry has been created for information and planning purposes. It is not intended to be, nor should

it be substituted for, legal advice, which turns on specific facts.
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