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Global co-chair of Winston & Strawn’s litigation department, Steve is a trial
lawyer who concentrates in business disputes in state and federal courts
throughout the country and in domestic and international arbitration forums.
He is recognized as a BTI Client Service All-Star for exceptional understanding
of his clients’ business and litigation needs, named one of Lawdragon 500’s
Leading Lawyers in America, and recognized in The Best Lawyers in America for
Commercial Litigation.

Steve recently was selected as chair-elect of the firm. He will work alongside
outgoing Chair Tom Fitzgerald until June 2024. At that time, Tom will step
down from his role, and Steve will head the firm as part of a leadership team
while continuing to practice.

Steve provides litigation risk advice and counseling to corporate clients. He was at the helm when the firm’s Chicago

office won the National Law Journal’s “Litigation Department of the Year” award for general commercial litigation in

2015.
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Steve represents clients operating in a wide range of industries, focusing on the life sciences, financial services,

and agribusiness industries. He has successfully represented clients in many jury trials and cases involving claims

of breach of contract, fraud, false advertising, and RICO violations, as well as in national class action litigation and

investigations and proceedings conducted by federal and state regulators. Steve also represents clients in tax

controversy trials.

Key Matters

Steve’s recent representative experience includes the following:

Defeated a bellwether case claiming that food ingredient manufacturers were liable for Plaintiff’s overconsumption

of sweetened foods and resulting health Forbes described the case as “the most notorious illustration of how a

baseless lawsuit can effectively demonize one disfavored food ingredient.”

Currently representing a major food ingredient manufacturer in a class action in Illinois federal court alleging that

the company’s equine products were contaminated with a chemical additive used in cattle feed that is poisonous

to horses. The plaintiffs bring claims for violations of Illinois’ Food Drug and Cosmetic Act and its Consumer Fraud

and Deceptive Business Practices Act, as well as claims of negligent misrepresentation, strict products liability,

unjust enrichment, and breach of express warranties.

After four years of litigation, obtained a jury verdict of more than US$93M in favor of a life sciences company in a

contract dispute over a pricing agreement, a verdict that at the time was the largest commercial verdict awarded in

the venue.

Obtained a US$84.5M verdict in favor of a life sciences company and against certain London-based insurers who

provided product recall insurance to our client. The trial was conducted in multiple phases, and we prevailed on

behalf of our client in both the liability phase, which sought rescission of the policies, and the damages phase,

where we recovered the maximum amount of insurance available at trial.

Obtained a jury trial victory on behalf of a global ingredients and ethanol producer, who brought an action for

fraudulent inducement, misrepresentation, and breach of contract against an equipment provider that claimed to

have developed a proprietary technology for use in the production of ethanol. After a three-week trial, the New

York jury rejected the equipment manufacturer’s US$180M damages claim and instead awarded our client

rescission of the agreement and the return of its payments.

Obtained a jury trial verdict of US$88M (including US$33M of interest) on behalf of two technology companies in a

dispute over the right to advertise in a leading computer publication, a verdict that at the time was the largest

commercial jury verdict awarded in the Circuit Court of Cook County.

 

Recent Experience
Arthur J. Gallagher Acquisition of Clements Worldwide

Arthur J. Gallagher (NYSE: AJG) carveout acquisition of M&T Insurance Agency from M&T Bank Corporation (NYSE:

MTB).

Secured Landmark Victory for BPI Against ABC News in Massive Defamation Case

https://www.winston.com/en/experience/arthur-j-gallagher-acquisition-of-clements-worldwide-69030000
https://www.winston.com/en/experience/arthur-j-gallagher-nyse-ajg-carveout-acquisition-of-mandt-insurance-agency-from-mandt-bank-corporation-nyse-mtb-68798400
https://www.winston.com/en/experience/secured-landmark-victory-for-bpi-against-abc-news-in-massive-defamation-case-58339300
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Recognitions
Recognized in Benchmark Litigation US as an “Illinois Litigation Star” for Antitrust, Class Action, and General

Commercial Litigation (2020, 2023–2024)

Recognized by The Legal 500 US from 2016–2023, for General Commercial Disputes, International Litigation,

and Product Liability, Mass Tort & Class Action

Recognized in The Best Lawyers in America® for his high caliber of work in Commercial Litigation (2018–2024)

Named in the 2024 “Lawdragon 500: The Legends” list

Recognized in Lawdragon 500’s “Leading Lawyers in America” (2016–2018, 2020–2024) and “Leading

Litigators in America” in the area of Complex Business Litigation (2023–2024)

Named one of Crain’s Chicago Business’ Notable Gen X Leaders in Law (2019)

Recognized as one of BTI’s “Client Service All-Stars” for his practice in Complex Commercial Litigation

Recognized as one of “40 Illinois Attorneys Under 40 to Watch” by the publishers of the Chicago Daily Law

Bulletin and Chicago Lawyer Magazine

Activities
Steve serves as the global co-chair of the firm’s 450-lawyer litigation practice. He is a member of the firm’s

leadership team and Executive Committee, and has served on or chaired various other firm committees in over

25 years at the firm.

Outside of Winston & Strawn, Steve serves on the Board of Trustees of the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, the

governing board of Gilda’s Club of Chicago, and he has been a member of the Goodman Theatre’s Business

Council since 2015. 

Credentials

EDUCATION

Steve received a B.A., summa cum laude, from Loyola University Chicago in 1991, where he was elected to the

National Jesuit Honor Society, Alpha Sigma Nu. He received a J.D., with honors, in 1994 from DePaul University

School of Law and was a member of the DePaul Law Review and the Order of the Coif.

ADMISSIONS

Illinois

Related Insights & News

IN THE MEDIA

Chair-Elect Steve D’Amore Discusses Firm Growth with The American Lawyer

https://www.winston.com/en/insights-news/chair-elect-steve-damore-discusses-firm-growth-in-2023-with-the-american-lawyer
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APRIL 22, 2024

IN THE MEDIA

Winston Legal Solutions Launch Covered in Multiple Media Outlets

APRIL 4, 2024

PRESS RELEASE

Winston & Strawn Introduces Winston Legal Solutions

APRIL 3, 2024

IN THE MEDIA

The American Lawyer Highlights Winston & Strawn’s 2023 Growth and Revenue

MARCH 26, 2024

PRESS RELEASE

Winston & Strawn Adds Prominent Commercial Litigator Laurens Wilkes in Houston

MARCH 4, 2024

PRESS RELEASE

Winston & Strawn Names New Litigation and Transactions Department Co-Chairs

FEBRUARY 26, 2024

PRESS RELEASE

Winston & Strawn Strengthens Structured Finance Practice With Addition of Michelle Abad

FEBRUARY 21, 2024

RECOGNITIONS

Steve D’Amore Named to the 2024 Lawdragon Legends List

FEBRUARY 9, 2024

PRESS RELEASE

Winston & Strawn Launches Artificial Intelligence Strategy Group

JANUARY 24, 2024

RECOGNITIONS

Winston Attorneys Featured on the 2024 Lawdragon 500 Leading Lawyers in America List

JANUARY 12, 2024

PRESS RELEASE

Winston & Strawn Welcomes Tax Attorney Jennifer Morgan Back to Firm’s Los Angeles Office as Partner

DECEMBER 4, 2023

https://www.winston.com/en/insights-news/winston-legal-solutions-launch-covered-in-multiple-media-outlets
https://www.winston.com/en/insights-news/winston-and-strawn-introduces-winston-legal-solutions
https://www.winston.com/en/insights-news/the-american-lawyer-highlights-winston-and-strawns-2023-growth-and-revenue
https://www.winston.com/en/insights-news/winston-and-strawn-adds-prominent-commercial-litigator-laurens-wilkes-in-houston
https://www.winston.com/en/insights-news/winston-and-strawn-names-new-litigation-and-transactions-department-co-chairs
https://www.winston.com/en/insights-news/winston-and-strawn-strengthens-structured-finance-practice-with-addition-of-michelle-abad
https://www.winston.com/en/insights-news/steve-damore-named-to-the-2024-lawdragon-legends-list
https://www.winston.com/en/insights-news/winston-and-strawn-launches-artificial-intelligence-strategy-group
https://www.winston.com/en/insights-news/winston-attorneys-featured-on-the-2024-lawdragon-500-leading-lawyers-in-america-list
https://www.winston.com/en/insights-news/winston-and-strawn-welcomes-tax-attorney-jennifer-morgan-back-to-firms-los-angeles-office-as-partner
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PRESS RELEASE

Winston & Strawn Elevates Four Partners to Senior Leadership Roles Overseeing Key Firm Functions

NOVEMBER 16, 2023

Capabilities

Litigation/Trials Commercial Litigation & Disputes Product Liability & Mass Torts

Health Care Medical Devices Financial Services

Technology, Media & Telecommunications Energy

https://www.winston.com/en/insights-news/winston-and-strawn-elevates-four-partners-to-senior-leadership-roles-overseeing-key-firm-functions
https://www.winston.com/en/capabilities/services/litigation
https://www.winston.com/en/capabilities/services/commercial-litigation-disputes
https://www.winston.com/en/capabilities/services/product-liability-and-mass-torts
https://www.winston.com/en/capabilities/sectors/health-care
https://www.winston.com/en/capabilities/sectors/pharmaceuticals-and-medical-devices
https://www.winston.com/en/capabilities/sectors/financial-services-and-banking
https://www.winston.com/en/capabilities/sectors/technology-new-media-and-telecommunications
https://www.winston.com/en/capabilities/sectors/energy

